Definition of Research and Its Motivations

Definition of Research

Research is a systematic and scientific investigation aimed at discovering new facts, verifying
existing knowledge, and developing new theories or applications.

It involves collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data to find answers to specific problems or
questions.

According to experts:

e Clifford Woody:
“Research comprises defining and redefining problems, formulating hypotheses or
suggested solutions, collecting, organizing, and evaluating data, making deductions, and
reaching conclusions.”

e C.R. Kothari:
“Research is a scientific and systematic search for pertinent information on a specific
topic.”

| In simple words:
Research is a careful, organized, and objective process to find new knowledge, verify facts, or
solve problems scientifically.

Characteristics of Research

Systematic: Conducted in a planned and organized manner.
Objective: Based on facts and evidence, not personal opinions.
Empirical: Relies on observation and experience.

Replicable: Results can be verified or repeated by others.
Logical: Follows rational methods of reasoning and analysis.
Purposeful: Aims to solve problems or contribute to knowledge.

A

Possible Motivations for Conducting Research

Researchers or organizations undertake research for several reasons.
The main motivations include:

1. Desire to Find the Truth



e Curiosity to know why, how, or what happens in a given situation.
o Example: A scientist studies climate change to find its real causes.

2. Problem Solving

e To find solutions to practical problems in business, education, health, or society.
o Example: Researching how to reduce pollution in cities.

3. Academic Requirement

o Research is often part of academic studies (e.g., Ph.D., M.Phil., or MBA).
o It helps students develop critical thinking and analytical skills.

4. Professional Advancement

o To improve career prospects or gain recognition in a professional field.
o Example: Publishing research papers enhances reputation and credibility.

5. Intellectual Curiosity

e Some conduct research out of personal interest or intellectual satisfaction.
o Example: Studying ancient cultures or literature purely for knowledge.

6. Social and Economic Development

o To find ways to improve society, such as better healthcare, education, or technology.
o Example: Research on renewable energy to support sustainable growth.

7. Policy Formulation

o Governments and organizations use research to frame effective policies.
o Example: Economic research guides monetary and fiscal policy decisions.

8. Innovation and New Discoveries

e To develop new products, techniques, or technologies.
o Example: Pharmaceutical research to invent new medicines.

9. Validation of Existing Knowledge

e To test and verify the accuracy of existing theories or assumptions.
o Example: Re-examining an old theory using new data.

10. Motivation by Funding or Institutional Goals



e Some research is carried out because funding agencies or employers provide incentives.
o Example: Sponsored research by a company to improve its products.

Conclusion

Research is a systematic search for knowledge that helps understand phenomena, solve
problems, and make informed decisions.

The motivation for conducting research may be intellectual, practical, academic, or social, but
ultimately, all research contributes to the advancement of knowledge and human progress.



